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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


TUBERCULOSIS INCIDENCE-—Over 35 lakh people in Bangladesh are suffering from 
tuberculosis of whom 3.5 lakh are actively spreading the disease to others. 
This was disclosed at a press conference addressed by Dr Fazlul Karim, Acting 
President of National Anti-Tuberculosis Association of Bangladesh (NATAB) in 
Dacca yesterday. Dr Karim sounded a note of warning that the habit of drug 
defaulting by TB patients is making the treatment more difficult. He, however, 
admitted some faults in the system of free distribution of medicines and other 
medical facilities where poorer people are getting little or no access to 

these facilities. Explaining the success in preventing spread of tuberculosis 
in Bangladesh, he said about 3.5 crore children out of a total four crore child 
population have been given BCG vaccination to make them immune from the disease. 
He however put much stress on community participation to fight the killer dis- 
ease effectively. [Text] [Dacca THE NEW NATION in English 7 Dec 81 p 1] 


CHOLERA KILLS 139 IN PATUAKHALI--Dacca, 22 Dec--A total of 139 people have died in 
a cholera epideric in the southern Bangladesh district of Patuakhali battered by 

a cylonic storm and tidal wave earlier this month, the Government-owned newspaper 
DAINIK BANGLA reported today. The paper said another 250 people had contracted the 
disease as drinking water in the district became scarce due to contamination of 
ponds and tanks. The private-run Bengali newspaper SANGBAD, however, said 165 peo- 
ple had died so far from cholera and other stomach ailments in the district. The 
storm on December 11 ravaged four coastal districts in the country, killing at 
least 12 people and causing considerable damage to shanties and crops.--NAB/Reuter 
[Text] [Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S TAILY in English 24 Dec 81 p 7] 


CSO: 5400/4914 

















BRIEFS 


CONJUNCTIVITIS EPIDEMIC CONTROLLED--Vice Minister of Public Health and Social 
Assistance Dr Gustavo Adolfo Cordero Herrera reported that the conjunctivitis 
problem has been surmounted, both in thie city and in the interior of the country. 
He said that this eye disease has spread rapidly throughout America. In Guatemala 
hundreds of persons were victims of the disease. Some departments, for example 
Peten, Izabal, Alta y Baja Verapaz, have been very greatly affected; but, thank God, 
it was possible to control the conjunctivitis to a significant degree. He added 
that “it is likely that there still are a few cases in this capital, but the 
disease can no longer be considered to be epidemic. The ministry is working on 
the problem in order to completely eradicate conjunctivitis." [Text] [Guatemala 
PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 13 Dec 81 p 6] 8255 


DENGUE CASES--Malacatan, San Marcos, 12 Nov 81--At least 10 cases of dengue have 
been registered in this town due to two people having contracted the contagious 
disease when they visited separate places in Mexico. Anti-Aedes aegypti health 
groups were working along the entire frontier between Guatemala and Mexico, since 
it is thought that other cases of this disease which is characterized by severe 
headaches and high fever can be found. The national service for the eradication 
of malaria--SNEM-—-through the anti-Aedes aegypti campaign which achieves its 
objectives by means of specific groups to control the mosquito transmitter of 
dengue and yellow fever. It has been reported that this insect has been dis- 
covered in the entire southwest region, and--through the application of larvi- 
cides--is being eliminated from its habitat: pools of water, basins, wells, old 
tires and other objects. It was reported that the 10 people affected are already 
being treated and it was discovered that, when the patients took the appropriate 
blood test, two of them had contracted the disease in Ciudad Hidalgo and 
Tapachula. [Text] [Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 12 Nov 81 p 20] 9678 


CSO: 5400/2056 























INDIA 


BRIEFS 


CALCUTTA CHOLERA STATISTICS--Madras, Dec. 11--Cholera has slumped to a new low in 
the city. The incidence of this endemic disease during October and November--usu- 
ally regarded as the peak period--is being described by health officials as the 
lowest in the last five years. The Infectious Diseases Hospital here, whose ad- 
mission figures are an index, if not a full count of cholera patients in the city, 
has reported only about 300 cases during the two months this vear, against 950 in 
the same period last year. October and November are congenial for cholera, because 
that is the time when flood water and slush combine to contaminate the water that 
the city drinks,--both well ard protected water. There has been less rain and less 
flooding this vear, but officials reckon that the decline in cholera incidence may 
also be partly because the quality of protected water is much better. For the lay- 
man, the pungent smell of chlorine, that has been plaguing his tap water for some 
weeks now, should be indication enough that the cholera germs are not getting at 
him. Chlorine is a deadly killer as far as cholera germs are concerned. [Text] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Dec 81 p 12] 


CSO: 5400/7033 














ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


GAZA STRIP FREE OF CHOLERA--Gaza, 13 Dec--Since 17 November no new case of cholera 
in the Gaza Strio has been discovered. As a result, the health ministry has 
announced that the plague has passed. Since the appearance cf the plague in this 
region at the beginning of August 162 people contracted the disease. Almost all of 
them are residents of the poor quarters of Gaza. All of them were hospitalized and 
recovered except a single case involving an 80-year-old man who died while suffer- 
ing from the disease, but there is no certainty that his death was caused by 
cholera. [Text] [TA131753 Tel Aviv IITIM in Hebrew 1745 GMT 13 Dec 81] 


CSO: 5400/4707 














MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES OUTBREAK--An outbreak of measles killed three children last November in 
Murrupula in the province of Nampula. According to the district health director in 
Murrupula, the victims were between 6 and 12 years of age. Information from Nampula 
indicates that despite a vaccination campaign, there were more than 20 measles cases 
within the district hospital itself. The Murrupula health director said that all 
the villages in the region have been warned to use vaccinations against measles, 
since there is a probably high prevalence of the disease in rural communities. He 
also stated that the lack of means of transportation has been a hindrance for the 
enlarged vaccination program in spite of the possibility to achieve the desired 
goals. [Text] [Maputo MYOTICIAS in Portuguese 29 Cec 81 p 3) 


CSO: 5400/5726 

















PERU 


BRIEFS 


TYPHOID OUTBREAK--Huancayo--Victias of typhoid fever, 17 persons died during the 
past few days in districts near this city. Health officials decided to declere 
the districts of Chupuru and Chongos Bajo, where 35 children are now being given 
health treatment, emergency zones. The children are reportedly in critical con- 
dition. [Lima EXFRESO in Spanish 18 Dec 81 => 40 PY] 


CSO: 5400/2072 




















SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA CASES--There have been 1,730 confirmed cases of cholera reported in South 
Africa and the national states since August of last year. The death toll has been 
two to three percent of the reported cases. The chief director, health promotion, 
ir the Department of Health, Dr Howard (Botha) says 45 percent of the reported 
cases occurred in Kwazulu, [words indistinct] areas bordering on Swaziland and 
Mozambique. Thirteen people have died of cholera in Lebowa since October last 
year and the secretary of health and social welfare, Dr (Mpalele) said that more 
than 3 million rand is needed to combat the disease successfully. About 1,000 
people have already been treated for cholera. [Text] [Johannesburg International 
Service in English 1115 GMT 6 Jan 82 CA] 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK--The cholera outbreak in the natal south coast of South Africa 
is still spreading. The neighboring black national state of Kwasulu is think- 
ing of opening up a third clinic in the Stanger-(?Mapumulo) area. The medical 
superintendent of the Stanger hospital, Dr Dokrat, says 43 cholera patients 
have been admitted to the hospital while 36 outpatients are receiving treatment 
[Text] [Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 GMT 30 Dec 81 LD} 


CSO: 5400/2070 








BRIEFS 


ST VINCENT 


DENGUE CASES--Kingstown, St Vincent, 6 Jan (CANA)——-Health officials in St Vincent 
and the Crenadines have reported two suspected cases of dengue fever, and are 
having samples from the suspects tested by the Caribbean Epidemiological Centre 
(CAREC) in Trinidad. Health officials here said there was no cause for alarm, 
although the situation underlined the need for vigilance to control the disease 
and prevent it from spreading. [Bridgetown CANA in English 1353 GMT 6 Jan 82 FL] 
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FULL CHOLERA ALER1 ISSUED 


Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 23 Dec 8l pl 


[Article by Mashumi Twala] 


(Text } 


CSO: 


THE Public Hea- 
ith Unit have 


issued! a general 
alert on cholera. 


They have ed 
to anyone who $ 
of a suspected case: 
“Come forward and 
report it to your nea- 
rest police station.”’ 


want (© act a5 supervisors, 
both in the treatment of the 
case and burial .. if it 
comes to that.”’ 

She said in many 
imstances a4 victim 
suddenly affected and 
members of the family 


5400/5725 


contained i 
discharge are highly 
infe LO 9 

“Once it has been csta- 


of death, the victim will be 
taken to the mortuary and 
the health officers will be 
responsible for him until 
burial”, Dr. Tshabalala 
stated. 

Dr. Tshabalala pointed 
out that because of lack of 
hygenic education and fac- 
lities in rural areas it is 
possible where one person 
in a house is affected for 
ohers to be infected 
straight away 

“The victim will most 
likely discharge on the 
floor, smeared with co.«- 
dung, from which it is 
impossible to wipe all the 
germ infested vomit. The 
next person who comes 
along and cither sts of 





SWAZILAND 








SWAZILAND 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA NEARING MANZINI--Eight cases of cholera have been reported in the Gund- 
vwini and Nhlambeni districts. Head matron Anne-Joyce Mantatha of Raleigh Fit- 
kin Hospital, said yesterday: “Over the weekend we treated a number of cholera 
cases from the outlying areas." Director of Medical Services, Dr Michael 
Dlamini, said: "The cases are coming from the Sitobeleni area and are spreading 
towards Manzini." He pointed out: "We are continuing to educate the community 
on preventive measures. From time to time we are made aware of the spread of 
cholera by our health prevention unit.” Dr Dlamini added: "Our health teams 
are working in the field and we are applying appropriate measures to reduce the 
spread of cholera. At the weekend, two workers from Tambuti Estates were admitted 
to Good Shepard Hospital in Siteki. According to head Matron Zwane: "One person 
died on the spot from injuries sustained in a car accident and the others were 
treated and taken to Manzini police." [Text] [Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND 
in English 17 Dec 81 p 1] 


WARNING OF CHOLERA EPIDEMIC--The prime minister of Swaziland, Prince Mabandla, 
has addressed the nation on radio to tell his people about the spreading cholera 
epidemic which he said was now threatening Mbabane and Manzini. The prime minis- 
ter made an appeal to all Swazis to report suspected cases in order to check the 
epidemic, and where there were no hospitals or doctors suspected cholera cases 
could be reported to the police or the nearest army post. He said the disease 
had claimed 20 lives in 6 months and in the past week alone 58 new cases had been 


iy ety [Text] [LDO071604 Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 GMT 
? Jan 82 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FDITORIAL NOTES NEED FOR ACTION TO IMPROVE SANITATION 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Nov 81 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


EFFORTS of the Solid Waste 
Management Company, Planning 
and Stanley Engineering 
Associates and local government 
bodies are being co-ordinated, it is 
understood, to tackle as a first- 
rank priority the feared overflow of 
7,000 cesspits. These efforts are be- 
ing made as a result of a master 
plan devised two years ago. 

The vast majority of the over- 
flowing cesspits are reported to be 
in the Caroni and Victoria Counties 
and it will need two years to clear 
up the backlog, it is said. In Tobago, 
the disposal lagoon was in fact a 
pond, the contents of which 
surfaced in drains. 

The general problem facing the 
country would seem to be the 
development of a proper means of 
extending (1) the sewerage 
schemes undertaken 20 years ago 
by Lockjoint for the Government 
to a far greater proportion of the 
country than it has so far reached, 
and (2) of making sure that the 
Water and Sewerage Authority can 
lay on enough water in the 
extension areas to ensure the 
proper functioning of the extended 
system. 


ONE GRAND PUSH 
The millions of dollars spent by 


the Government have long since 
heen offset by the tremendous 


1] 


growth of the squatting population 
and its uncontrollable sanitary 
arrangements. 

The objective, of course, should 
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5400/7515 


close as possible to the ideal of 100 
percent sewered communities, the 
expressed goal of the 1961 sanitary 
system scheme. 

The residents of the Caroni area, 
who are subject to almost annual 
floods, have always complained 
that the floods cause their cesspits 
to overflow and that the overflow 
probably affects dangerously the 
vegetable crops grown in the 
districts 


DISASTER PROBLEM 


If this is so —andno ore hasever 
officially denied the possibility — 
the problem becomes not merely a 
regional disaster probleni but a 
national health problem. 

It ought not to be impossible to 
obtain the manpower necessary, 


national sanitary arrangements, 
especially if it is to be carried out 
at reas: 1able cost. 
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TURKEY 


"WORK SITES' TO UNDERGO HEALTH INSPECTION 
Adana YENI ADANA in Turkish 19 Oct 81 pp 1,5 


| Text] Businesses located in Adana are undergoing rigorous inspections 
trom the standpoint of environmental health. Businesses that do not meet 
specified standards will first be warned. Those that do not eliminate 
problems despite the warnings will be penalized by being closed down. 


According to information obtained trom the provincial health directorate 
environmental health chairman's office, during inspections carried out in 
September, a kerosene-cylinder supplier, who came under the classification 
of unhealthful to the first degree, was closed down with the epproval of 

the provincial government because of the danger of fire and explosion. 
Twenty of the 48 hotels were inspected twice from the standpoint of environ- 
mental health. Of these hotels, two were subjected to legal procedures for 
being unhealthful. 


Foodstuffs 


Environmental health teams obtained 254 food samples during the month of 
September. Of these, 157 were found to meet health standards when tested 
in the veterinary food control laboratories of the Hygiene Institute, and 
15 were deemed to be unhealthful. It was determined that 41 foodstuffs 
contained imitation ingredients and foreign matter. No results were ob- 
tained tor 42 of the samples. During the same period, 267 food manufac- 
turers underwent inspections and received notices concerning any faults 
that were spotted. During the subsequent investigation, 3 pastry shops, 
ll restaurants and roast-meat cafes, 5 breai bakeries, and 2 cafeterias 
that had failed to correct problems were closed down until solved by the 
decision of the provincial hygiene department and with the approval of the 
previncial government. 


Unhealthtul Conditions at Brothels 
According to information received from Health Directorate officials, broth- 


els in Adana were inspected by environmental health teams. Legal measures 
were taken against three of the 24 brothels inspected during the month of 


13 











September. It was established that beds in the brothels were unclean and 
that protective drugs and prophylacticsto be given customers to protect 
them from gonorrhoea and syphillis were absent. These brothels were warned 
to eliminate these problems. 


Officials reported that all the businesses and factories in Adana are under- 
going environmental health inspections, that businesses are issued a warn- 
ing regarding defects that are noted during the initial visit, and that 
legal sanctions are applied to those that have not eliminated problems by 
the time of the second inspection. 


11673 
CSO: 5400/5303 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


RUMORS OF TYPHOID DENIED--Rumours of a typhoid outbreak in Salisbury were 
denied yesterday by the Deputy Medical Officer of Health, Dr Lovemore Mbengeranwa. 
He said there were always cases of typhoid reported during the rainy season, 
particularly after an initial dry spell, but the situation was “nothing out of 
the ordinary.” Dr Mbengeranwa said it was advisable not to drink untreated water 
from rivers or shallow wells. Water should be boiled and all vegetables should 
be either cooked or thoroughly washed with boiled water. He suggested people 
suffering from headache or abdomirial pain after visiting the rural areas or 
squatter camps should not treat themselves but should seek medical advice. 
/Text/ /Salisbury THE HERALD in English 7 Jan 82 p 1/ 


CSO: 5400/5730 
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GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


NO FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE--The vice minister of agriculture, Dr Alvaro Morales, 
told PRENSA LIBRE yesterday that “the fact that Guatemala continues free of 
foot-and-mouth disease, as a result of quaratine measures, is the reas n why we 
enjoy the free market for exportation of meat."--"At the present time, has there 
been any limitation, in that sense, as far as the United States is concerned?"-- 
“None whatever. So much so that Guatemala is exporting cattle on the hoof and 
dressed, including processing plants, in accordance, naturally, with the availa- 
bility of animals. Because it is natural in this type of operation that a 
minimum weight be required in order to have available marketable meat and to meet 
the demands of the market."--"What is the volume exported so far this year?"-- 
"For the moment, this information is not available. It will have to be updated 
in accordance with the statistical records maintained by the Bureau of Internal 
and External Trade. [Text] [Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 11 Nov 81 p 4] 
9678 


CSO: 5400/2056 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


MEASURES AGAINST AFRICAN SWINE FEVER--Beginning today all luggage will be searched 
at the entrance of the Beira international airport as well as the offices of local 
air transport firms. This measure is being adopted in the context of a vast program 
to control African swine fever and is aimed at preventing the transportation of pork 
meat or derivatives to other localities in the country not yet affected by the 
disease. In a show of concern with the situation caused by the African swine fever, 
the Sofala provincial agricultural directorate has taken a series of measures to 
prevent the spread of the disease to other regions, a fact that would have se..i: .s 


financial repercussionson the country's economy. [Text] [Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE 
in Portuguese 16 Dec 81 p 3) 


CSO: 5400/5729 





17 














TESTS SHOW VACCINE STOPS DAIRY DISEASE LEPTOSPIROSIS 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 4 Dec 61 p 8 


Ta uy 
ah 


i a ce i rayed? 
Ht rit 
i bein 
Vin | Hie 
i + th ipl 
; Ht fellas, i 


[Text ] 


5400/9071 


CSO: 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 





RINDERPEST KILLS BUFFALOES--Karachi, Dec. 26--Rinderpest, malignant and contagious 
disease of cattle has claimed 15,000 lives of buffaloes in Karachi during last 45 
days. This was stated by Hafiz Mohammad Ibrahim, President of the Aujuman-i-Rifa- 
i-Aam at a Press conference held at the Karachi Press Club. He alleged that a 
special kind of serum used as a curative drug against Rinderpest has lost efficacy 
and become immune to the animals at the cattle colony in Landhi area of Karachi. 
The medical staff of Karachi Metropolitan Corporation is too small at the colony 
to cater to the needs of 60,000 and odd heads of cattle he said. He said three 
doctors and six compounders are not enough to look after the health of the animals 
who provide the entire milk supply to the Metropolis of Karachi. The Anjuman has 
asked the authorities to immediately take appropriate measures to save the lives 
of the cattle and the accompanying economic hardship to the owners. [Text] 
[Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 27 Dec 81 p 10] 


CSO: 5400/4536 
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PERU 


BRIEFS 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE-—Huancayo--According to a source at the 12th Agrarian 
Region, an outbreak of foot and mouth disease has been detected in the heart of 
the Mantaro valley, between the districts of Muquiyauyo, Sincos and Orcotuna, 
causing the deaths of several animals. The report has prompted a quick mobiliza- 
tion of veterinarians from the Agriculture Ministry, who ordered a vaccination 
campaign in the region. [Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 18 Dec 81 p A 20 PY] 


CSO: 5400/2072 
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ZIMBABWE 


DISEASES KILL LIVESTOCK IN MUDZI 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 5 Jan 82 p 5 


"Farmers Hit as Disease Ravages Mudzi Livestock"™] 


{Article by Chemist Mafuba: 


[Text } 


Te pee rae ce a 
WU ps Fail fg 
Tas i Lh tL Ht iis: aati 
ht sy"! lie 83 ms sift 23% 
iP bedi the aililtes AGH RINT 
i i fi al ie tn i al “ 
ial . 1 Hae i fai Hie ditt 
ie He ce HL ie 


fi it 
i : 
iy 1 Ki 173] ‘ (i “ it 


: ii 
a eel cat hits nA 
i et: He a tare Ht 3 gathe* 
He ii + eeu se 
ei tri! ilar lil Biss 
Hinde Ln Hi ub antag 
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eople who hed bern 
breught into a Bumber of 
protected villages were in 
the area could not now 
find transport home. They 


were given plots to help 
themselves until they 
could get home. 


plots to plough as 
otherwise they had to go. 


gion, where there are no 
schools or grinding mills, 
old people were anxious to 
return and pay respects to 
tl eir ancestral ts. 
The villace : said 
one of the problems facing 
people who wanted to 
return to their areas is 
that it was understood the 
region, on the Mozam- 
bican border, is littered 


traps. 

Recently a cattle-drawn 
scotchcart hit a landmine. 

Mr Japhet Tobani, sen- 
lor supervisor for a small- 
scale commercial area 
near Mtoko, said some 
farmers were not happy 
with the way resettlement 
programmes were being 
implemented. 


CSO: 5400/5727 


from general dealers.” 
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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


AFGHAN, SOVIET LOCUST PROBLEM--A joint Soviet-Afghan conference on problems of 
liquidating locusts in the northern provinces of Afghanistan has taken place here. 
During the past 9 years joint Soviet-Afghan expeditions have applied insecticides 
to over 430,000 hectares. This has made it possible to protect agricultural crops 
fully from locusts and to prevent their migration. Gulam Yahya, president of the 
department for plant protection of the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reforn, 
highly assessed the USSR's selfless aid in this important matter. [Moscow TASS 
International Service in Russian 1445 GMT 30 Dec 81 LD] 





CSO: 5400/2072 
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ECUADOR 


BRIEFS 


COFFEE RUST UNDER CONTROL--Quito, 5 Dec (AFP)--Coffee rust and coffee borer are still 
present in Ecuador; however, there is only one small infestation of stem-cutters and 
one focus of rust which for the moment are under control, according to a report 
issued by the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock. The report also says that when 
four commissions toured the eastern region of the country, along the Colombian and 
part of the Peruvian borders, they did not detect these diseases of coffee, one of 
the principal traditional export products of Ecuador. The inspection was conducted 
pursuant to an agreement between the Cartagena Accord Board and the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Ecuador, which was approved at the eighth meeting of the Andean 
Coffee Rust Technical Committee held here in August 1981. Elsewhere, it was reported 
that in Amazonian region of Zamore Chinchipe, where the presence of rust has been 
detected for some time, the vegetable health program is continuing its efforts to 
control rust. It is predicted that the focuses of infection will be exterminated in 
a short time, that at present the situation is under control and that the disease 
which destroys coffee plantations will be kept from spreading. /Text/ /Quito 

EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 6 Dec 81 p 27 8143 
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CAMPAIGN UNDER WAY TO BATTLE MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY 


Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 16 Nov 81 p 16 


[Text] The MOSCAMED Commission, Guatemalan division, reported that in an area 
of 87,066 square kilometers, which includes 10 departments, centers of operations 
are functioning to combat the Mediterranean fruit fly. 


The program is managed by the mixed Mexico-Guatemalan commission created by the 
Ministry of Agriculture of our country and the Secretary's Office of Agriculture 
and Livestock of Mexico. 


An informed source stated that there are five centers of operations in full swing. 
The northeastern one, which covers the Departments of Huehuetenango and El Quiche, 
with an expanse of 15,778 square kilometers. There is the northern one which in- 
cludes Upper and Lower Verapaz, with a territory of 11,810 square kilometers. 





There is also the northeast center which includes the Departments of Izabel, 
Zacapa, Chiquimula and El Progreso. It covers an area of 16,026 square kilo- 
meters; the southwest center--7,588 kilometers--which includes the departments of 
Quezaltenango, Retalhuleu and San Marcos, Finally, the northern sub-center head- 
quartered in Santa Elena, Peten, md which includes the entire Department of El 
Peten, with an area of 35,854 square kilometers, 


The head of the program in Guatemala stated "the Mediterranean fruit fly is con- 
sidered one of the plagues which cause most damage to fruit growing. In this 
regard, it has becn determined that its danger consists in that the insect has 
the ability to attack somewhat more than 200 species of fruit trees, according to 
the ecological variations of each country. 


"Furthermore, the fly adapts to diverse climatic conditions with great ease, 
which distinguishes it from other kinds of fruit flies." 


In Guatemala, the Mediterranean fruit fly was detected for the first time 
21 April 1975, in the village of Trapiche Bajo, jurisdiction of Asuncion Mita, 


Jutiapa. 


He added “the appearance of the fly was the reason that in November of that same 
year a technical cooperation agreement between the Agricultural Ministry of our 
country and the Mexican Secretary's Office of Agriculture was signed to prevent 
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and control the fly in the respective countries. Through it, the MOSCAMED Commis- 
sion was created. 


"Two years later, the United States Department of Agriculture joined the regional 
commission by means of a memorandum of understanding with the Guatemalan Ministry 
of Agriculture to fight jointly against this devastating plague which damages 
fruit trees." 


Eng Benitez stated that, for control of the fly, the program in a harmonious 
manner, uses different techniques, which results in an efficient system in the con- 
trol of infestations. "This system,"--he added--"includes among other things the 
following techniques: chemical, cultural, physical, biological and quarantine 
measures.” 


He gave full information, explaining that control is effected through ground-level 
sprinkling of poisoned bait, composed of an insecticide and a hydrolized protein. 


"In this case, the function of the protein is to attract the Mediterranean fly in 
such a way that when it tries to feed on the bait, it ingests the insecticide, 
which kills it." 


Ing Benitez added that for the development of this chemical control, optimum re- 
sults have been achieved with the mutual cooperation of the fruit growers. 


"MOSCAMED"--he indicated--"provides the growers with the chemical products at no 
cost. To the big and medium-sized growers, only the hydrolized protein is pro- 
vided and to the small growers the insecticide Malathion also is given." 


9678 
CSO: 5400/2056 
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COFFEE RUST NEW THREAT TO CENTRAL AMERICA 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Nov 81 p 7 


{Article by Maggie Jones] 


[Text } 


COFFEE rust — a fungus that can 
halve coffee yields in two seasons 
— is posing a major threat to the 
economies of some Central Ameri- 
can countries. Honduras, El Salva- 
dor and Guatemala — all poor 
countries heavily dependent on 
coffee for foreign exchange earn- 
ings — are particularly affected. 

Coffee rust is not new. The 
disease was first discovered in 
1869 in Ceylon, and serious out- 
breaks there and in Southeast 
Asia during the latter part of the 
19th Century contributed to the 
decline of coffee-growing in the 
region and its replacement by tea. 

Latin American coffee — now 
accounting for 70%, of the world 
market — came into its own only 
in the 1950s. For then African 
coffee plantations first developed 
rust 

Dut it is not the virulent plague 
that this history implies. Like mil- 
dew on the vine, it can easily be 
controiled by spraying. Coffee 
growers in Africa have learned to 
live with it over the years and so 
have growers in Brazil, where the 
first rust struck 10 years ago. 

Spraying is relatively easy and 
cheap for large scale growers, 
whose bushes are planted in regu- 
lar rows. But for small growers 
whose bushes are on hilly terrain 
and who have no mechanical aid. 
the cost of spraying can wipe out 
their slender profit margin 

In the case of Honduras, the 
situation looks bleak. Most 
growers — 85% are smal! far- 
mers. Their crop accounts for 30%, 


2/ 


value of the 1980-1 harvest ($128 
million). 

Nicaragua, where rust first ap 
peared in 1978 on six farms in 
Carazo, apparently carried on 


was instituted by the Somoza re- 
gime. Then the new revolutionary 
Sandinista government pursued a 
policy of uprooting all old bushes 
and replanting in a new hedgerow 
system. All this was achieved with 
advice and funds from the UN 
— and Agricultural Organisa- 


_ > the disease has spread 
rapidly and uncontrollably in El 
Salvador, where rumour —— 
that revolutionaries cartied the 
disease in from Nicaragua in an 
attempt to undermine the govern- 
ment. The chaos of civil war has 
frustrated all efforts to stop the 
rust. 

From E) Salvador it spread 
north into Guatemala and along 
the frontier into Honduras. 

Due to the prevailing winds in 
Nicaragua and the natural hot 
lowland barrier to the south, rust 
has not yet reached Costa Rica 
the biggest producer in Senta 
America; and it may not for some 
years. Mexico, which recently 
mounted a large spraying opera- 
tion on the border with Guate- 
mala, has said that it does not 


HONDURAS 














consider the rust to be a threat. 

But Honduras, which is worst 
hit, has two-thirds of the crop 
affected. This, the poorest coun- 
try in Latin America. is in a cleft 
stick about what to do. Only 10% 
of its coffee is accessible in all 
weathers, and spraying would 
have to take place during the 
rains. 

Small farmers have nocapital to 
buy. and the agricultural exten- 
sion programme through 
APROCAFE is painfully inade 
quate. 

Further, it is difficult to spray 
on steep hillsides with the conven- 
tional sprays. They are bulky and 
heavy to carry, and need frequent 
refilling. 

In response to this situation, the 
British Overseas Development 
Administration, which is provid- 
ing an aid package of £5 million to 
Honduras, is working on a project 
to develop special low-volume 
sprays which can be managed by a 
small farmer and are more cost- 
effective. Conventional spraying 
costs around $200 per hectare. 
while this low-volume tecnique 
could halve the price 

This is equivalent to quite a lot 
of coffee. The average yield in 
Honduras from the small 3-5 hec- 
tare farms, which make up 85% of 
growers, is about 10 quintals per 
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hectare, as compared with the 20, 
30 or even 40 quintals per hectare 
from hedgerow systems. — 

At this rate of production, the 


working on @ prevention pro 
gramme against coffee rust, train- 
ing farmers to recognise the first 
signs and what steps to take. 


these could make any impact. 

















HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 
COFFEE RUST THREAT--According to the statistics reported by the Honduran Coffee 
Institute (IHCAFE), the Coffee rust has the national coffee industry near bank- 
ruptcy, the small producer, who makes up the majority, being the hardest hit. The 
worst incidence of the disease has been in the region bordering El Salvador and 
in all of the Lake Yojoa sector, which includes the Departments of Comayagua, 
Cortes and Santa Barbara. The information obtained indicates that the rust 
tends to be spreading throughout the country, which has generated alarm among the 
producers whose livelihood has been based on coffee. The growers stated that for 
the most part they have been unable to cope with the disease since the cost of 
the method used is burdensome, especially when we are facing an asphyxiating 
economic crisis. A true channel for information has not been established beyond 
a series of aids broadcast through the communications media, which prohibit the 
initiative of the Information Section of IHCAFE, uirected by Eugenio Castro. At 
the same time the shifting of specialized personnel to affected zones is shown 
to be minimal, made worse by forgetting about the growers located in the interior 
of the republic in the most isolated regions, as if they were not part of the 
group. The situation has come to the point that the coffee growers have stated 
that this will be the last harvest they will profit from, since by next year the 
rust will have killed off their crops. One of the marked deficiencies of the 
Public Relations Office is that the producer is unaware of the series of mechanisms 
that must be followed to get credits once IHCAFE has obtained funding from inter- 
national organizations to combat the Rust. [Text] [San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA 
in Spanish 4 Dec 81 p 48] 9730 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


CITRUS TREES TREATMENT--Citrus fruit trees (grapefruit, lemon, orange and tangerine 
trees) are being sprayed in Chimoio and Maputo in the production units belonging to 
the State Citrus Company, in the context of the fight against those diseases that 
have most frequently affected the trees in recent years, namely “cachonilha vermelha”™ 
[English equivalent unknown], mites, thrips, black-stop etc. Agronomist Claudio de 
la Maza, director of production at the State Citrus Company in Maputo also stated 
that the treatment will not reach all agricultural areas because the needed chemicals 
were received with a considerable delay, in addition to the fact that they cannot be 
applied during periodof frequent rains. As a result, fruit that will not have 

been treated may be blemished and may not be of the quality required for export. 
[Excerpt] [Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 16 Dec 81 p 3] 
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OVERREACTION TO STRIPE RUST THREAT TO WHEAT CLAIMED 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 20 Nov 81 p 18 





[Article by H. J. Bezar, Crop Research Division of the Department of Scientific 


and Industrial Research] 
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